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Cleanup Figure 

The federal government’s $5.4 
billion cost estimate for waste clean- 
up at military bases due for closing is 
too low, according to a new congres- 
sional study. 

In 1994, the Defense Department 
raised its estimate of the costs of re- 
moving hazardous waste from 84 
bases from $4 billion to $5.4 billion. 
But Congress’s General Accounting 
Office said it “found that even these 
estimates are understated.” 

The estimates were low because 
the Defense Department had not in- 
cluded some costs beyond a six-year 
horizon. The study said cleanup 
monitoring could go on for many 
years more than that The govern- 
ment’s cleanup plans also were in- 
complete partly because new con- 
taminants were being found at the 
sites, the GAO said. 

Closing of the bases and responsi- 
bility for decontaminating the sites is 
a thorny issue because state and lo- 
cal authorities want the sites to be 
available for reuse quickly but do not 
want costs dumped on thpni The 
study completed in January was not 
encouraging to local communities. 

“Most sites at closing and realign- 
ing installations are in the earliest 
stages of investigation and study, ! 
and major sites may be 10 years or 1 
more away from cleanup,” the GAO 
said. The office recommended the 
government should “approve sites 
for high priority environmental fund- 
ing only when cleanup or compliance 
is required or cost-effective for non- 
federal reuse to occur.” 



